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FROM THE EDITOR 
By Katie Edwards  
 

This Issue 

Spring is in the air, and this issue of the FLAG is all about fresh ideas. Youôll find articles 

about creativity and innovation, as well as updates and plans for the next year of FLA fun.  

Libraries are all feeling the financial pinch lately, and creativity is more important than ever 

in our profession. How do you stretch those budgets? How do you finish projects with lim-

ited resources? And when users are going elsewhere for information, how do you adapt 

and advertise?  

 

After youôve heard about what other libraries in the area are doing, you may be able to 

steal some ideas! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Issue 

We need a fun theme to wrap up the FLA year in June, so weôll be covering collections. 

 

Did you recently weed something embarrassingly old or dated? Donôt worry, weôve all 

done it. Send in a short description ð and if possible, a picture!  

Are you circulating e-readers? Howôs it going? 

Have you added a cool new resource recently? Tell us about it! 

Got a review of a local book or author? 

How are you marketing your collections? 

How are you making them accessible? 

Anything else collection-related! 

 

Send your articles (maximum 200 ï 500 words) or short submissions  to                                                     

katie.edwards@calgarypubliclibrary.com. The deadline for submission is June 1
st
.  

 

Katie Edwards is the Customer Service Manager of  Southwood Library, with Calgary Public Library. 

 

Photo: cuellar 

mailto:katie.edwards@calgarypubliclibrary.com
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By Sarah Jones 
 

Welcome to spring!  Unlike Vancouverites, we donôt have the daffodils and cherry blossoms to       

welcome us to spring in the prairies ï but we do have nicer weather, longer days, and the promise of 

spring (acknowledging the fact that there is likely at least one ï if not two more major snowstorms to 

survive before the flowers start to bloom here). 

Spring in Alberta is library conference season. Youôll see a number of references in FLAG to          

conference programs, and also announcing the winner of FLAôs annual travel grant ï going to a very 

worthy recipient this year. 

Iôm already looking forward to heading off to the Alberta Library Conference in Jasper, from April 29 

ï May 1
st
.  The Jasper conference is one of my favourites, because of the spectacular scenery, the 

amazing food, and the great company.  Iôm sad that I didnôt manage to get tickets to the wine tasting 

this year ï but based on my experience last year, I know that those of you that did are in for a great 

treat!  Iôll be presenting one session on the Friday morning, in partnership with a colleague from 

CPL, Cathy Freer-Leszczynski.  Itôs called ñReading Promotion Programs Rock.ò   I also look forward 

to meeting many of you and talking about the state of libraries in Alberta, exploring ways that we can 

work together more closely, and hopefully sharing some laughs over glasses of wine.   

In June many of us will be heading north to the CLA conference in Edmonton.  It sounds like there 

are some big changes coming to CLA, and I would encourage everyone to 

attend and make their voice heard.  We need a strong national association 

that can advocate for libraries at a federal level, but there do need to be 

changes to the structure to ensure long-term sustainability.   

And adding to the conference list this year, Mount Royal University is   

hosting LOEX of the West.  Iôm sure youôll hear more details about it in an 

article below.  It should be a great weekend of conversation with the theme 

of ñCrossing borders, Expanding Frontiers.ò   

Phew ï after talking about all these conferences to look forward to ï Iôm        

exhausted!  I do think all this activity speaks to the presence and vitality of libraries in Alberta ï 

which encourages me to no end.  With the news articles of gloom and doom for libraries coming 

from the US, it is great to know what a vibrant and active library community we have here in Alberta, 

and Iôm thrilled to be a part of it!   

Hope to see you at one of these conferences, and also at our upcoming AGM in June.  Stay tuned 

for details!   

{ŀǊŀƘ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ C[! tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΦ  {ƘŜ ƛǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǘƘŜ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IǳƳŀƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ [ƻŎŀƭ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ 5ŜǇŀǊǘπ

ment at Calgary Public Library.   

 

Photo: D. Sharon Pruitt 
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CALGARY LIBRARIES IN ACTION 2010 
 

This yearôs CLIA topic was ñLibrariansðIn Love with Technology?ò  The four fantastic 

speakers were Lisa Hardy (Calgary Public Library), Kalen Gibb (Mount Royal University), 

Phyllis Thornton (McCarthy LLP), and Shawna Sadler (University of Calgary). 

 

Itôs difficult to argue that libraries are too into technology, but speakers did a great job on 

both sides, sparking much discussion afterward. Thank you to everyone who attended and 

arguedðsee you next year! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JOBLINE & EVENTS LINE UPDATE 

 
Due to a change with Blogger, the URLs for the Jobline and the Events Line have 
changed. Update your bookmarks! 

 

 Jobline is now at: http://jobline.fla.org 

 Events Line is now at: http://eventsline.fla.org 

 

If you use an RSS reader to follow these pages, update your feeds with the following 

URLs: 

 

 Jobline RSS: http://jobline.fla.org/feeds/posts/default 

 Events Line RSS: http://eventsline.fla.org/feeds/posts/default 

 

Thanks to FLA Webmaster Kristian McInnis for the update! 

http://jobline.fla.org
http://eventsline.fla.org
http://jobline.fla.org/feeds/posts/default
http://eventsline.fla.org/feeds/posts/default
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PICTURING THE PAST:  
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AND FAMILY HISTORY DIGITAL COLLECTIONS 
By Carolyn Ryder and Christine Hayes 
 

Calgary was once described as a city that looked as if it had been recently uncrated. 

Those of us working with the heritage community in Calgary know that that we have a rich 

and colourful history. We are proud at the Calgary Public Library to collect and make ac-

cessible information relating to the heritage of this beautiful city. The Community Heritage 

and Family History department of the Calgary Public Library has long been collecting im-

ages relating to the history of Calgary and we are very excited that our new project. The 

Community Heritage and Family History Digital Library puts information directly into the 

laptops of the people.  

Three collections have gone into this library. The Alison Jackson Photograph Collection 

was the life work of a former librarian. Her passion for the built heritage of Calgary and her 

alarm at the rapid rate of its destruction led her to photograph buildings under threat. 

Some of these images are the only publicly accessible ones of buildings that are no longer 

standing.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The second collection is Postcards from the Past, which incorporates nearly 2000 post-

card images of Calgary and southern Alberta. These range from the ridiculous (a bear in 

front of the Burns Block, chasing the bustle-clad back end of a lady) to the sublime (a 

grainy shot taken of the new Palliser Hotel from the top of the nearest ñskyscraperò). 

 

 

Alison Jackson Photograph Collection 

Judge Nolan Residence AJ_0247 

Click photos for more info! 

http://cdm280501.cdmhost.com/cdm4/item_viewer.php?CISOROOT=/p280501coll7&CISOPTR=622&CISOBOX=1&REC=2
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PICTURING THE PAST (continued) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

The third collection is our most recent acquisition, attesting to the fact that history never 

ceases to be created: the Judith Umbach collection. These photographs record building 

and restoration projects currently underway in the city. This collection is important now for 

current information and will be invaluable in the future, as we look back to the building 

boom that has marked the beginning of the 21
st
 century in Calgary. 

All three of the collections have stirred excitement from researchers in 

family history, building heritage and cultural studies, among others. 

The images are placed in context by the inclusion of data ranging from 

simple identification to longer, more detailed articles that were origi-

nally published in the local newspaper. Clickable links allow the user to 

navigate to related images, and the use of subject headings allows for 

easier searching within the library catalogue. 

Our newest project places a selection of these images in context using 

Google Maps to plot their locations. This user-friendly application links 

directly to the digital library to permit geographical access to the collec-

tions. We have retained the GPS information for future use.  

As the Calgary Public Library moves toward the completion of its first 

century of service, we are looking at ways of enhancing content and including other for-

mats in our digital library. We continue to seek ways to make the heritage of our city avail-

able to all our citizens. 

Have a look at:  http://calgarypubliclibrary.com/chpage.aspx 

Carolyn Ryder and Christine Hayes work in the Community Heritage & Family History Collection of 

the Calgary Public Library. 

Bear in Mind PC 662 Palliser Hotel PC 56 

Judith Umbach Collection 

EnCana Site / York Hotel 

Ju_20070708051025 

http://calgarypubliclibrary.com/chpage.aspx
http://cdm280501.cdmhost.com/cdm4/item_viewer.php?CISOROOT=/p280501coll15&CISOPTR=2359&CISOBOX=1&REC=1
http://cdm280501.cdmhost.com/cdm4/item_viewer.php?CISOROOT=/p280501coll15&CISOPTR=2060&CISOBOX=1&REC=5
http://cdm280501.cdmhost.com/cdm4/item_viewer.php?CISOROOT=/p280501coll10&CISOPTR=1142&CISOBOX=1&REC=4
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FLA AGM 2010 
 

This yearôs 5-Minute AGM will take place on Tuesday, June 

15th. We will be bowling at Mountainview Bowling! 

 

You get attractive bowling shoes, 2 games, a drink ticket, and 

food ð all for the low, low price of $25! 

 

 

 

 

FLA TRAVEL GRANT WINNER! 
 

And the winner is (drumroll, please)... Heather Glennie of the Calgary Public Library! 

Heather is the Manager of the Diversity Services Department at CPL. 

 

Heather will use the grant to fund her presentations at both the Alberta Library Conference 

and the Canadian Library Association Conference.  Her ALC 

session is The Living Library and Beyond @ Calgary Public 

Library. She writes, ñLiving Library is an innovative program 

where Living Books (people with ósocial identitiesô often         

subject to prejudice or mis-representation) are made available 

in a safe environment for Readers to óborrow,ô ask the          

questions they have always wanted to ask, and share stores 

about their personal experiences with their social identity.ò 

The session will describe challenges and successes at CPL 

with this program, as well as strategies for building a Living 

Library.  

 

At CLA, Heather will be part of a panel presentation called Living Library: the Canadian 

Experience. She will be also be part of a team presenting Library Services to Individuals 

with Print Disabilities.  

 

Congratulations, Heather! 

 
 
 
 
 

Photo: spdorsey 

Photo: greenfaerietree 

http://www.mountainviewbowling.com/contact/
http://www.albertalibraryconference.com/
http://www.cla.ca/conference/2010/
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LOEX-of-the-WEST COMES TO CANADA! 
By Margy MacMillan 
 

From June 10 ï 12, Mount Royal University will be hosting LOEX-of-the-West 2010, a 
conference dedicated to information literacy instruction. This conference attracts around 
200 delegates from North America and abroad to discuss challenges, share ideas, and 
connect with a community of librarians involved in instruction.  
 
LOTW is known as much for the quality of conversations between presentations as for the 
diversity and dynamism of the sessions. It balances theories and research with practical 
techniques you could use in the classroom tomorrow. This is the first time the conference 
has come north of the border, and we look forward to welcoming colleagues from all over 
the world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our theme this year is Crossing Borders, Expanding Frontiers. Papers cover the intersec-
tion of discipline-based learning and information literacy; links between school and post-
secondary libraries; working with distinct populations like ESL students; and distinct 
sources like patents. 
 
There is limited space available in the conference and pre-conference. The pre-
conference is a half-day session on how to get published in information literacy, covering 
generation of ideas to navigation of peer review. 
 
Please visit the website (http://library.mtroyal.ca/lotw) for details and registration informa-
tion. 
 
If you are interested in volunteering for the conference, please contact Cari Merkley. For 
questions, contact the conference co-chairs: Meagan Bowler and Margy MacMillan. 
 

 

 

Margy MacMillan is a Librarian / Associate Professor at Mount Royal University, and the LOTW 

2010 Conference Co-Chair. 

 

 

http://library.mtroyal.ca/lotw
http://library.mtroyal.ca/lotw
mailto:cmerkley@mtroyal.ca
mailto:mbowler@mtroyal.ca
mailto:mmacmillan@mtroyal.ca
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MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD 

 

Are you doing something cool at your library? Do you have something to say? Send us an article of 

200—500 words, and it will be considered for publication in the next FLAG! 

 

For the next issue: articles or short submissions on collections! 

 

Email Katie at katie.edwards@calgarypubliclibrary.com.   

 

OBJECTIVE 

To bring together individuals within the Calgary community to share and promote the concerns of the 

library and information professions. 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

Library personnel from academic, public, school, and special libraries. 

 

ACTIVITIES 

Lectures, seminars, tours, and special events organized September through June, concluding with the 

Annual General Meeting. 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

FLAG, Annual Membership Directory, and the FLA Web site. 

 

SERVICES 

The FLA Jobline lists library openings in Calgary and surrounding areas at the professional, technical, 

and clerical level. It is available at: http://www.fla.org. 

We thank those who have contributed to this issue. The opinions shared are those of the individuals and not of their organizations. 

mailto:katie.edwards@calgarypubliclibrary.com

