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Winter seems to be slipping by 
quickly. We’ve had a few cold 
days, but for the most part, the 
winter has allowed us to enjoy 
the great winter activities 
avai lable to Calgarians 
including skating, sledding, and 
skiing, not to mention 
watching the Winter Olympics 
and celebrate the achievement 
of Canada’s athletes. It is hard 
to believe that it was almost 
two months ago that many of 
us attended Calgary Libraries in 

Action which focused on 
digital libraries. The evening 
was a great success, both in 
attendance and content. Dr. 
Frits Pannekoek discussed his 
v i ew s  o f  d i g i t i z a t i o n , 
particularly as it affects 
Canadians and Canadian 
libraries. Dr. Jennifer Pettit & 
Dr. Kori Street introduced 
their digitized curriculum 
resource focusing on the 
Donnelly Massacre. I must 
extend thanks to the FLA 
Executive for bringing together 
such an incredible evening. 
The speakers were both 
informative and entertaining, 
and the food and venue really 
provided a warm ambience to 
the evening. 

President’s Message 

On Thursday, January 26, FLA 
held its annual Calgary 
Libraries in Action at the 
C a l g a r y  C h a m b e r  o f 
Commerce. This year the 
theme was “digitization”, with 
Dr. Frits Pannekoek, President 
of Athabasca University, 

speaking about digital libraries 
and Drs. Jennifer Pettit and 
Kori Street, Instructors, 
Department of Humanities, 
M o u n t  R o ya l  C o l l eg e 
presenting digitization issues 
relating to the documents of 
the “Donnelly Massacre.” 

Dr. Pannekoek started the 
presentations with a talk that 
he warned would be quite 
controversial. In it, he outlined 
issues that he thought would 
affect digitization in the future, 
including: 
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Submitted by Jennifer Lee 

Thank you to all 
who supported 
us with raffle 
donations at 

CLIA.  We raised 
a further $ 159 
for Pebbles in 

the Sand. 
 

We couldn’t do 
it without you! 

Spring is right around the 
corner, evidenced by a few 
almost green shoots peaking 
through the snow in my south 
facing perennial garden. The 
FLA Executive is currently 
working towards planning the 
Annual General Meeting for 
late May or early June. As 
usual, the AGM will focus on a 
topic of general interest rather 
than a library-related issue.  
S t a y  tuned  for  mo re 
information. 



OBJECTIVE 
To bring together individuals within the Calgary community to share and promote the concerns of the library 
and information professions. 
 
MEMBERSHIP 

Library personnel from academic, public, school, and special libraries. 
 
ACTIVITIES 

Lectures, seminars, tours, and special events organized September through June, concluding with the Annual 
General Meeting. 
 
PUBLICATIONS 

FLAG, Annual Membership Directory, and the FLA Web site. 
 
SERVICES 

The FLA Jobline lists library openings in Calgary and surrounding areas at the professional, technical, and 
clerical level. It is available at: http://www.fla.org. 
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… President’s Message 

If you know new library 
professionals in Calgary, please 
p a s s  a l o n g  a n  F L A 
Membership Applicat ion 
(included in this issue of 
FLAG).  Although our events 
are well attended, our 
membership continues its slow 
decline. Recruit colleagues and 
others to join FLA – it is only 
$25 per year.  Also don’t forget 
to visit the FLA website for 
information on events as well 
as the FLA Jobline. 
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Alix Hayden is this year’s FLA 
President. She is currently the 
Liaison Librarian responsible for 
nursing and kinesiology at the 
University of Calgary. 

Calgary Public Library’s New Central Library Plans 
Submitted by the Calgary Public Library 
A New Central Public Library 
is being planned for Calgary! 

The current Central Library 
has outgrown its capacity and 
cannot meet  the new 
technology, service, program, 
and collection needs of a 
modern library. 

Built to serve a population of 
433,000, not the today’s 
930,000 plus population, the 
current facility is undersized 
and outdated. 

The City of Calgary’s 
Community Investment Fund 
will help kick-start this project, 
and contribute towards a 
Library large enough to serve 
the entire city. 

The project is anticipated to 
take between five and seven 
years to complete. The primary 
focus in the next three years 
will be to engage citizens in the 

planning process to help define 
Calgary’s new landmark 
Central Library. This intricate 
process involves confirming 
the site, finalizing the building 
p r o g r a m ,  s e c u r i n g 
partnerships, developing the 
required funding program, and 
securing approval to proceed 
with construction. 

A Central Library supports and 
enhances branch libraries; it 
does not replace them. With 
the Calgary Public Library’s 
service model, both branch 
libraries and the Central 
(downtown) Library are 
essential to its success. 
Construction of a new Central 
Library will not cause the 
closure of existing branches 
and it will not replace the need 
fo r  b ra n ches  i n  new 
communities. The next few 
years will be exciting for the 

staff and customers of CPL. 
Check out our website for 
m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ! 
www.calgarypubliclibrary.com  

This year, FLA has been raising funds 
for Pebbles in the Sand. 

 
To support our fundraising activities, we 
ask that if you have any items you wish 

to donate for auction, please contact 
any member of the Executive. 

Donors will be acknowledged in 
upcoming issues. 

 
For more information about Pebbles in 

the Sand: 
Visit the Calgary Immigrant’s Women’s 

Association Web site: 
http://www.ciwa-online.com 

Photo Courtesy of 
Virginia Wilson 

Do you have pictures of 
libraries you’d like to 
share? Please e-mail us at 
flaflag@gmail.com 

W.R. Castell 
Central Library 



… Calgary Libraries in Action 
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He ended with a “call to 
revol t”  to information 
professionals. 

Drs. Street and Pettit then 
presented their work on the 
Donnelly Massacre, in which a 
family was killed by a vigilante 
committee in 1880s Ontario. 
They spoke about the work 
involved in digitizing primary 
documents around the event: 
gaining access to documents 
(some which were not in 
archives), having to choose the 
most educationally-relevant 
documents to digitize from 
among thousands, organizing 
the information in a database 

that tracks each document and 
the work done on it, having 
students transcribe the 
information into electronic 
text, and having it translated 
into the French. 

Their work is part of the 
“Great Unsolved Mysteries in 
Canadian History” project. Its 
uniqueness is in its modules 
that are presented as mysteries 
or problems to be solved. Its 
aim is to create a Web site of 
“high-quality materials to high 
schools and universities for the 
teaching of historical methods 
and Canadian History.” The 
focus is on providing primary 
resources to students so that 
they can come to their own 
conclusions about how an 
event happened. Teacher 
resources are supplied as well. 

There are three modules 
already up on the site. Drs. 
Street and Pettit’s module on 
the Donnelly Massacre is 
expected to be live later this 
s p r i n g  a t 
www.canadianmysteries.ca 

Continued from page 1 

Jennifer Lee is currently a 
Liaison Librarian at the 
University of Calgary. She has 
previously served on the FLA 
Executive on several positions. 

Calgary Chamber of Commerce 

Who Killed William Robinson? 
Race, Justice and Settling the 
Land  

When three Black men are 
murdered in the space of 18 
months around 1868 on 
bucolic Salt Spring Island, 
alarm bells go off. Who is 
killing the Blacks of Salt 
Spring? A year later an 
aboriginal man was charged, 
tried and hanged in short order 
for one of the murders, that of 
William Robinson. But did he 
really do it? Take a close look 
at the evidence. If it was not 
him, who did it? 

We Do Not Know His Name: 
Klatsassin and the Chilcotin 
War  

As dawn broke on April 30, 
1864, some 25 Tsilhqot'in men 
surprised the sleeping camp of 
a crew building a road to the 
Cariboo gold mines. Of the 15 
road-builders, only three 
escaped with their lives. Was it 
unprovoked or was it revenge? 
Was it an act of terrorism or 
war or the worst mass murder 
of Whites by Aboriginal 
People in British Columbia 
history? Who was the leader, 
and if this was war, who won? 

Aurore! The Mystery of the 
Martyred Child  

Fortierville, February 1920, 
looked like a quiet Quebec 
village -- fields blanketed with 
snow and wood stoves burning 
in the simple wooden houses 
grouped around a tall church 
spire. A peaceful scene -- you 
might think. But in one house 
on the edge of the village, a 
young girl, only ten years old, 
was being beaten, whipped and 
burned. Who could have done 
this? How, in such a small 
village where everyone knew 
everyone else's business, could 

such a thing not be noticed? 
Not until they were faced with 
a corpse. And why does this 
tragic case still haunt the 
collective memory of the 
Québécois? 

� Copyright 
� Providing access 
� Selective digitization vs. 

digitizing a whole body of 
work 

Image and text reprinted with 
permission from the Great 
Unsolved Mysteries in Canadian 
History Web site at 
http://www.canadianmysteries.ca 
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Decision making is a daily part 
o f  o u r  p r o f e s s i o n a l 
responsibilities as librarians. As 
we strive to make sound 
decisions that will improve the 
services we provide, stumbling 
blocks occur and answers that 
are grounded in research are 
not always easy to find. 
Evidence Based Librarianship 
(EBL) has emerged to help 
address some of these issues. 
Incorporating research as part 
of the decision making process 
is the key tenant of EBL. The 
process of EBL includes asking 
a well-built question, searching 
the literature for research that 
may answer your question, 
appraising the research that 
you find, incorporating it as 
applicable into your practice, 
and evaluating the outcome. 
Of course, this is not as simple 
as it may sound – barriers 
continue to exist, even for 
information professionals who 
know how to find good 
sources of information. The 
simple act of accessing 
research literature in our own 
field of librarianship is not 
barrier-free, as fee-based 
databases and journals prevent 

those outside of major research 
institutions from accessing 
much of our literature.  

Evidence Based Library and 
Information Practice (EBLIP) 
is a new online journal that 
seeks to make the process of 
incorporating research into 
your daily practice a reality. 
The purpose of the journal is 
to provide a forum for 
librarians and information 
professionals to discover 
research which can contribute 
to best-practice decision 
making. EBLIP is an open 
access journal, meaning that 
the content is freely available 
to all on the Internet. As well, 
authors retain copyright under 
a Creative Commons license. 
This double-bl ind peer 
reviewed journal incorporates 
original research that has 
practical value, opinion pieces 
on the topic of EBL, and 
Evidence Summaries in which 
authors critically appraise 
previously published research 
articles in a standardized, 
succinct format. The journal is 
international in scope, covers 
all aspects of library and 

information practice, and is 
applicable to all types of 
libraries. EBLIP addresses all 
types of information needs, by 
publishing original research 
and featuring previously 
published research findings 
that may impact your decision 
making. The critical appraisal 
that occurs in each of the 
Evidence Summaries will also 
help guide your own critical 
appraisal of research, by 
providing a process for 
determining research strengths 
and weaknesses in other 
articles of interest to you.  

The Editors at EBLIP hope 
you will consider this journal as 
a place to publish your 
research and that you will find 
something in each issue that 
may be of use in your daily 
practice. If you have an article 
that you would like to see 
appraised in our Evidence 
Summaries section, please feel 
free to pass that on as well. 
The journal can be found at: 
http://ejournals.library.ualbert
a.ca/index.php/EBLIP -- look 
for our first issue in March 
2006! 

Pebbles in the Sand 

Denise Koufogiannakis is the Associate 
Editor (Evidence Summaries) of the 
Evidence Based Library and 
Information Practice journal. She is 
currently the Collections and 
Acquisitions Coordinator at the 

Evidence Based Library and Information Practice: 
Helping you make informed decisions 
Submitted by Denise Koufogiannakis ♣ E-mail: denise.koufogiannakis@ualberta.ca 

Expect your next 
FLAG in June!  



Foothills Library Association 
Membership Application 2005 - 2006 

 Last Name  First Name 

 Name of Member Who Introduced You (if applicable) 

 Type of Membership (please check TWO as applicable) 

  

Personal 
  

Corporate 
  

New 
  

Renew 

 
 Correspondence will be sent to the organizational address, which will be listed in the FLA Directory. For 
members with no organizational address, please indicate below if you DO NOT want your home address 
published in the Directory. 
  
Organizational Mailing Address: 
  
  
  
PC 

  
Home Address: 
  
  
  
PC 

  

Business Phone: 
  

Home Phone: 
  
Fax Number: 

  
E-mail Address: 

  
Web Address: 

  
Web Address: 

 Type of Library (please check ONE) 

 Academic  Public  Government  Special  Other 

 Please give any specific instructions for your entry in the FLA Directory: 
List my business phone:   Yes ___  No ___                        List my home phone:        Yes ___  No ___ 
List my business e-mail:   Yes ___  No ___                        List my personal e-mail:   Yes ___  No ___ 
List my home address:     Yes ___  No ___ 
  
 Information provided to Foothills Library Association is recognised as private and confidential and will not be shared, sold or 
disclosed by the Association other than through the Member Directory. 

 To become a member, please mail your completed form and send your membership fee ($25 — Regular Mem-
bership or $20 – Student or Underemployed Membership) in a cheque payable to FOOTHILLS LIBRARY ASSO-
CIATION to the following address: 

Foothills Library Association 
P.O. Box 2985, Station M 

Calgary, AB  T2P 3C3 
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