
The FLAG 

Fall has flown by quickly and 
the holiday season is barrelling 
down on us like the Polar 
Express.   It’s hard to believe 
that the October Bubbly 
Brunch was already two 
months ago. Thanks to all of 
you who came out to make our 
first event of the year a 
success.   
It was great to see so many 
familiar faces and to meet 
some of our new members as 

well.   Some of you have taken 
advantage of our ‘sign up a 
new member’ deal to bring in 
some new (and some ‘lapsed’) 
members into the fold, and 
that’s great.  Our funds come 
a l m o s t  e n t i r e l y  f r o m 
membership fees, so the more 
of us there are, the more FLA 
can provide in the way of 
programs and support to the 
Calgary library community.   
So, if you can think of anyone 
you think should join, sign 
them up and we’ll send you a 
$5 Chapters card.  You’ll have 
someone to carpool with to all 
our FLA events and those gift 
cards make great stocking 
stuffers too! 

 As we look forward to 2005, 
make sure that you mark 
January 27th 6:30-9:00 pm in 
your calendars for our next 
event, the ever-popular Calgary 
Libraries in Action.   This 
year’s theme is new libraries 
and new library environments 
with our featured speakers 
being an accomplished library 
architect, an interior designer, 
and a librarian who has 
recently been through the new 
building experience (and 
survived!).   
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News from SAIT’s LIT Program 
By Mike Parkinson • E-mail Mike.parkinson@sait.ab.ca 
SAIT’S LIT program is 
currently working on three 
major projects: 

PROJECT A: Updating of 
LOA and LIT Curriculum  

A key focus of  Project A is 
updating the LOA curriculum 
to better reflect the changing 
needs in library training, 
especially in the area of 
electronic applications and 
Internet search tools.  

 

P R O J E C T  B :  L I T 
Conversion to WebCT 

LIT plans to prepare the entire 
LIT program for WebCT 
distance delivery in two years. 
We will continue to offer the 
LIT Program in the classroom 
at SAIT, but for students 
across Alberta and Canada, the 
entire program could be 
completed at a distance. 
Current correspondence 
courses will slowly be phased 
out and be replaced by a 

WebCT format. 

PROJECT C: ARMA 
Collaboration  

LIT is currently working with 
ARMA to begin developing 
records management courses 
for traditional and distance 
delivery.  

Mike Parkinson is the  
Co-ordinator, Library 
Information Technology 
Program at SAIT. 

Season’s Greetings! 



OBJECTIVE 
To bring together individuals within the Calgary community to share and promote the concerns of the library 
and information professions. 
 
MEMBERSHIP 

Library personnel from academic, public, school, and special libraries. 
 
ACTIVITIES 

Lectures, seminars, tours, and special events organized September through June, concluding with the Annual 
General Meeting. 
 
PUBLICATIONS 

FLAG, Annual Membership Directory, and the FLA Web site. 
 
SERVICES 

The FLA Jobline lists library openings in Calgary and surrounding areas at the professional, technical, and 
clerical level. It is available at: http://www.fla.org. 
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Another much-anticipated 
branch of the Calgary Public 
Library has been opened to 
serve residents of Calgary's 
rapidly growing north. The 
new Country Hills Library at 
11950 Country Village Link 
NE blends traditional library 
services and the latest in 
technology in a friendly, 
relaxing atmosphere. The 1,672 
square meter (18,000 square 
foot) library was built with 
funding from the City of 
Calgary and the Infrastructure 
Canada-Alberta Program 
(ICAP) to serve over 60,000 
residents in north Calgary. 
Library Director Gerry Meek 
explains that materials at the 
Country Hills Library have 
been specifically selected to 
engage community members. 
"We have studied the 
neighbourhood demographics 
and customer feedback and 
reflected this in the types of 
books, magazines, newspapers, 
CDs, DVDs, and videos on the 

Article courtesy of the Calgary Public Library 

shelves at Country Hills." 
Special collections available at 
the Library include health and 
fitness, homes and gardens, 
and family living, as well as 
DVDs and the l a t es t 
bestsellers.  
The new branch is located with 
Cardel Place, and features a 
fireplace lounge, a colourful 
children's area, an inviting 
Teen Zone, and relaxing 
reading space.  The library also 
offers state-of-the-art amenities 
such as customer self-check 
out, an Adaptive Technology 
(ALEX) workstation for 
Calgarians with physical and 
learning challenges, and a 
technology discovery centre 
w i th  24  pub l i c - a cces s 
computers. 
 "With the opening of the 
Country Hills branch, the 
Calgary Public Library now 
serves the community through 
17 locations, and provides 24-
hour service through our 
w e b s i t e  a t 

ca lgarypublicl ibrary.com”, 
Meek said. "We already see 
more than five million visits 
every year, and that number is 
sure to grow now that library 
services have been brought 
closer to tens of thousands of 
Calgarians in the north." 
The Calgary Public Library is 
Canada's second largest public 
library, loaning over 12.3 
million items each year, and 
helping answer over 5 million 
questions. Three in every five 
Calgarians use the Library, 
which consistently ranks as one 
of the city's most valued and 
used public amenities. 

For today’s library staff 
dealing with increased 
workloads, increased 
technology training demands 
and decreased staffing 
budgets, morale frequently 
becomes an issue.  An intrepid 
group of fishmongers from 
Seattle have devised a sure-
fire formula to “help 
employees love the work they 
do — even if they can’t always 
do the work they love”. Many 
organizations have adopted 
the FISH Philosophy™ and are 
living proof that the formula 
really works!   
 

A presentation by Margaret 
LaRiviere will be held on 
February 4, 2005 in Edmonton. 
 

For more information contact: 

Christine Sheppard at  
Ph: (403) 284-5818 
Ph: (800) 522-5550 

Our New Country Hills Library 

… President’s Message 

With the recent new public 
libraries in the city and other 
new libraries and renovations 
being planned, we thought it 
would be interesting to hear 
how people  in  those 
professions view libraries and 
get some insight into how a 
vision is transformed into a 
real, working environment.  
The Calgary Public Library has 
kindly agreed to co-sponsor 
the evening, allowing us to use 
the Memorial Park Library as a 
venue.  Libraries have certainly 
changed since this Calgary 
landmark opened back in 1912!    

(Continued from page 1) As usual, we will be doing 
fundraising for our literacy 
organization at Calgary 
Libraries in Action.  However, 
this year we thought we’d try 
something new.    Rather than 
our usual raffle, we thought 
we’d run a silent auction.   So, 
now you can put those 
conference freebies and less-
than-perfect Christmas gifts to 
good use.  Other good 
donations are concert, theatre 
or sports tickets that you won’t 
using. If you have something 
that might be someone else’s 
treasure sitting around, contact 
me at srutherf@ucalgary.ca.    
Share the Magic is a project 

that distributes books to at-risk 
preschoolers to help them 
develop a love for books and 
learning that brought all of us 
into this line of work.  Share 
the Magic also collects new or 
gently used books for 
preschoolers.  So, if you have 
some of those lying about, feel 
free to bring them along and 
make a direct donation to the 
project. 

FISH 
Philosophy™ 

Shauna Rutherford is this 
year’s FLA President. She is 
also the Information 
Literacy Co-ordinator at the 
University of Calgary 
Library. 

 

Sign someone up for a 
FLA membership this 

Holiday Season and  we 
will send you a $5 

Chapters Card 

Contact us at 

membership@fla.org 

NOTICE TO MEMBERS 

The Jobline will not be 
updated during the last 
two weeks of 
December due to the 
Holiday Season. 



This year’s Bubbly Brunch... 
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 This year’s Bubbly Brunch was a wonderful success! The venue was warm and engaging—thank you 
to Jerremie Clyde and his wife, Rita, for hosting this annual event in their home. It was a wonderful 

opportunity to bring new and old faces back together again. 

We renewed 24 FLA memberships and raised over $100 for this year’s fundraising project  

Share the Magic.  

Join us for our next event, Calgary Libraries in Action, in January. 

Many thanks to 
our individual and  
corporate sponsors 

who made this 
event a success! 



Page 5 The Flag Vo lume 23,  Issue 2  

By Kathleen Hogan 

Imagine being transported, for a 
time, to worlds of talking animals, 
superheroes in fire trucks and 
spaceships, cowboys on the fastest 
horses alive, ballerinas in dresses 
made of real rainbows, and not 
being able to return to those magical 
realms.  With the Calgary Learning 
Centre’s “Share the Magic” 
program, children— who may have 
few such opportunities—are able to 
visit these imaginary worlds, by 
having a story shared with them and 
by choosing books to take home to 
keep. 

Through “Share the Magic,” many 
wonderful books are introduced to 
children in daycare centres, pre-
schools, kindergartens and after-
school programs.  Both personal 
and corporate donors supply books 
to the Learning Centre, where they 
are sorted, bookplated and selected 

Kathleen Hogan is a School 
Librarian at the Calgary Catholic 
School District. 

Share the Magic 

Thanks to all our 
Bubbly Brunch Sponsors! 

♦ CBC •  http://www.cbc.ca/calgary 

♦ One Yellow Rabbit Performance Theatre •  http://www.oyr.org 

♦ Wordfest •  http://www.wordfest.com 

♦ Calgary Public Library •  http://www.calgarypubliclibrary.com  

♦ Rocky Mountain Wine & Food Fest •  
http://www.rockymountainwine.com 

♦ Dark Basement Miniatures •  http://www.basementminis.com 

♦ Theatre Calgary •  http://www.theatrecalgary.com 

♦ CPO •  http://www.cpo-live.com 

♦ Storybook Theatre •  http://www.storybooktheatre.org 

♦ And to our many generous anonymous donors 

for designated visits by volunteers. 

The target audience is composed of 
children who may not otherwise be 
read to or have easy access to books. 

By reading to them in small groups 
and assisting them with selection, 
volunteers give children the 
opportunity to explore the world of 
books.  The laughter, surprise and 
wonder that light up the bright eyes 
and small faces are the rewards for 
all involved in the program – the 
volunteer readers, the staff of the 
Calgary Learning Centre and of the 
many centres visited, attendant 
parents, the invisible donors and, 
most importantly, the children 
themselves. 

Several memories stand out: a three-
year-old who announced he couldn’t 
wait to start “shopping” for his 
books; a single young mother who 
planned to wrap her baby’s books as 
his only Christmas presents; a four-
year-old girl (a librarian-in-training, 
no doubt!) who arranged all the 
stuffed animals in a semi-circle and 
“read” her new books to them; a 

three-year-old who explained that 
the pile of hay in “Rosie’s  Walk” 
was a “hairstack” and, the rake 
beside it, a “farming comb”. 

Although the program is barely two-
years-old, thousands of books have 
been donated and distributed.  If 
you would like to know more about 
Share the Magic, or have potential 
donations, please call Sue Tersmette 
at the Calgary Learning Centre, 403 
686-9300 extension 118.  

“Rosie’s Walk” is by Pat Hutchins 

 

Calgary Libraries in Action 
Date: Thursday, January 27, 2005 

Time: 6:30-9:30 pm 

Location: Memorial Park Library 

Admission: 

Members: $13 Non-Members: $17 
 

 

Speakers: 
Lisa Atkins 

Architect with L.D. Atkins & Associates 

Madeleine Schmidts 
Interior Designer with Cohos Evamy 

Barbara Killick 
CPL Planning & Research Co-ordinator 

 
 

For more information, contact  
Lonestar Stone: 

Phone: 403 355-3306 

E-mail: 

lonestar.stone@calgarypubliclibrary.com 

In case you missed it, here is a 
reprint of Kathleen’s article on the 
Share the Magic Program from 
the September issue of the FLAG. 

New Libraries 

New Library Environments 
& 
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Rediscovering the Library Movement – in Calgary! 
Compiled by Gerry-Burger Martindale • E-mail gerry.burger-martindale@calgarypubliclibrary.com 

Have you ever 
wondered what 
it takes behind 
the scenes to 
put a CLA 
conference 
together? 

Christine Sammon I’m 
organizing an easy 5-8 km run 
or walk following the many 
pathways along the banks of 
the beautiful Bow River.   
Calgary librarians will escort 
conference attendees on this 
run/walk which features 
amazing city views. The Bow 
River, 623 km in length, is a 
mountain river which flows 
through Banff National Park 
and winds its way through the 
heart of the city of Calgary.    
There are river pathways on 
both sides of the river and 
some under bridge pedestrian 
pathways to allow for 
unlimited running or walking 
opportunities. 

Cathy Yusep & Donna 
Campbell We are the Co-
Chairs of the Donation and 
Sponsorship Committee.  We 
a r e  s e e k i n g  o u t  a n d 
coord ina t ing  in t eres t ed 
organizations or individuals 
who are willing to sponsor an 
event or speaker and/or 
dona te  i tems for  the 
registration bags and door 
prizes. 

Planning for the next CLA 
occurs when the previous one 
is just over. Here are some of 
the people involved in putting 
together the best CLA 
conference ever in Calgary in 
2005, to celebrate Alberta’s 
centennial and the creativity, 
verve and dynamism of 
Alberta’s libraries. 

 

Claudette Cloutier I   am the 
C h a i r  o f  t h e  L o c a l 
Arrangements Committee 
(LAC). I am fortunate enough 
to have selected a committee 
that is creative, independent 
and hardworking. My job is to 
act as a facilitator between the 
committee and the CLA 
Office. Things will get busy in 
the New Year as I begin 
another maternity leave and 
coordinate the LAC . 

Gerry Burger-Martindale  I'll 
be co-ordinating the volunteers 
for CLA 2005, but first, I need 
some volunteers to co-
ordinate! Volunteers are the 
backbone of CLA, and we 
need lots of welcoming people 
to ensure that CLA 2005 is a 
great success! Much of the 
preparatory work has been 
done already, so I'm mostly 
looking for people to help 
during the Conference. This 

means people to work the 
Registration Desk, Internet 
Cafe, Hospitality Desk, direct 
attendees and many other 
activities. If I get enough 
volunteers, I'd like to be able 
to assign volunteers to meet 
and greet speakers at the 
airport and show them around. 
And the rewards for all this 
involvement? Work half a day 
and get the other half free. If 
I've whetted your appetite, 
don't be shy, e-mail me and I'll 
add your name to my volunteer 
list!  

Pat Cavill I’m doing public 
relations for the Conference. 
That means ensuring firstly 
that CLA members and others 
know about the Conference 
and are enticed to attend. The 
major means of doing this is by 
attending other conferences 
and promoting the CLA in 
2005 and through articles and 
promotional pieces in Feliciter. 
Closer to the Conference, I’ll 

be ensuring that the media are 
aware of speakers and issues of 
interest. I’ll be creating a PR 
Committee in the New Year.  

 

Leeanne Morrow & Meagan 
Weber We are the co-chairs of 
t h e  2 0 0 5  H o s p i t a l i t y 
Committee. The Committee 
has been working hard to plan 
great events for you, your 
colleagues and your friends to 
make this Conference a 
m e m o r a b l e  o n e .  T h e 
Committee members are Taryn 
Canete, Michelle Sinotte, Jo 
Ann e Hous ton ,  An g ie 
Mandeville and Christine 
Sammon. Together the 
Committee will be organizing 
and coordinating events like 
the Opening Reception, 
Western Wrap-Up Bash, Beer 
Gardens, Library and Museum 
Tours, a Fun Run in Eau 
Claire, and other exciting social 
events during the Conference. 
We look forward to seeing you 
all there! 

 

Susan Brayford & Andrew 
Waller We are organizing the 
Internet Cafe and Joblink areas 
for CLA 2005, both of which 
will be housed in Room 103 of 
the TELUS Convention 
Centre, North Building. The 
Internet Cafe will feature a 
minimum of 10 workstations 
where Conference attendees 
can check their e-mail and 
search the Web while the 
Joblink will allow job-seekers 
to check employment ads and 
work on their resumes, among 
other job-hunting activities. 

For more information on 
next year’s CLA 
Conference, check out the 
CLA Web site at 
http://www.cla.ca. 

Look for your next 
FLAG in March 2005. 

Season’s Greetings! 

Have a safe & Happy 

Holiday Season! 
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Foothills Library Association 
Membership Application 2004 - 2005 

Copyright ©1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004 Foothills Library Association 

 Last Name  First Name 

 Name of Member Who Introduced You (if applicable) 

 Type of Membership (please check TWO as applicable) 

  

Personal 
  

Corporate 
  

New 
  

Renew 

 
 Correspondence will be sent to the organizational address, which will be listed in the FLA Directory. For 
members with no organizational address, please indicate below if you DO NOT want your home address 
published in the Directory. 
  
Organizational Mailing Address: 
  
  
  
PC 

  
Home Address: 
  
  
  
PC 
  

  

Business Phone: 
  

Home Phone: 
  
Fax Number: 

  
E-mail Address: 

  
Web Address: 

  
Web Address: 

 Type of Library (please check ONE) 

 Academic  Public  Government  Special  Other 

 Please give any specific instructions for your entry in the FLA Directory: 
List my business phone:   Yes ___  No ___                        List my home phone:        Yes ___  No ___ 
List my business e-mail:   Yes ___  No ___                        List my personal e-mail:   Yes ___  No ___ 
List my home address:     Yes ___  No ___ 
  
 Information provided to Foothills Library Association is recognised as private and confidential and will not be shared, sold or 
disclosed by the Association other than through the Member Directory. 

 To become a member, please mail your completed form and send your membership fee ($25 — Regular 
Membership or $20 – Student or Underemployed Membership) in a cheque payable to FOOTHILLS LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION to the following address: 

Foothills Library Association 
P.O. Box 2985, Station M 

Calgary, AB  T2P 3C3 
  


